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Coaches’ Corner 
Common Core  

Math Practice #7: 
 

Look for and make 
use of structure.  

 

         Mathematically proficient students look 
closely to discern a pattern or structure.  
       Young students, for example, might notice that 
three and seven more is the same amount as seven 
and three more, or they may sort a collection of 
shapes according to how many sides the shapes have. 
       Later, students will see 7 × 8 equals the well 
remembered 7 × 5 + 7 × 3, in preparation for 
learning about the distributive property. In the 
expression x2 + 9x + 14, older students can see the 14 
as 2 × 7 and the 9 as 2 + 7.  They recognize the 
significance of an existing line in a geometric figure 
and can use the strategy of drawing an auxiliary line 
for solving problems.  They also can step back for 
an overview and shift perspective.  They can see 
complicated things, such as some algebraic 
expressions, as single objects or as composed of 
several objects. For example, they can see 5 – 3(x – 
y)2 as 5 minus a positive number times a square and 
use that to realize that its value cannot be more 
than 5 for any real numbers x and y. 

Want to know more? 

 

Click on each of the eight Math 
Practices to see videos with students 
showing that practice in action.  
http://www.insidemathematics.org/i
ndex.php/standard-7 
 

More resources: 
Check out these: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e
q7GGvnQEUg 
 
http://www.readtennessee.org/math
/teachers/teachers_mathematics_tool
kit/mathematical_practices/look_for_
and_make_use_of_structure.aspx 
 
http://thinkmath.edc.org/index.php/
Look_for_and_make_use_of_structure 
 
http://allthingscommoncore.com/con
tent/classroom-sneak-peek-
mathematical-practice-7 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1
TlBi5A9qB8 
 
http://map.mathshell.org/materials/s
tds.php#standard1167 (for grades 6-12) 
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